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 What’s God been up to so far in Acts 

1. Holy Spirit poured out on Pentecost 

2. church is formed 

3. disciples are persecuted and imprisoned  

4. church grows stronger 

5. Stephen is martyred 

6. church shrinks and scatters  

7. Philip shares Jesus with Ethiopian eunuch  

8. Saul the terrorist is called by Jesus on the road to Damascus 

 

 

 

     

  



 

 

What is God doing in Cornelius? 

1. God’s moving the gospel of Jesus out to the unclean Gentiles. 
Scandalous! 

 
2. He’s revealing himself to a ROMAN commanding officer! Israel 

hated Rome. 
Also Scandalous! 
 

3. God uses an angel to speak to Cornelius but doesn’t tell him the 
gospel. Waits and uses a human named Peter. God always uses 
humans to announce the gospel. 
 

4. God only gives Cornelius a small part of the plan. Cornelius 
knows very little but willingly obeys. We typically want the 
whole plan mapped out.  

  



 

 

What is God doing in Peter? 
 
Peter is a devout Jew. God is changing Peter’s whole worldview 
during an afternoon nap.  
 
Suddenly God says I’m doing away with the food laws of 
Leviticus 11. Now Jesus makes us clean.  
 

What is God doing in Peter? 
God says it three times before Peter’s  
willing to obey. Peter wrestles with God  
in prayer. 
 
"Do not call anything impure that  
I’ve called clean.”  
 

  



 

 
"Every creature that moves along the ground is to be regarded as 

unclean; it is not to be eaten.  You are not to eat any creature that 

moves along the ground, whether it moves on its belly or walks on 

all fours or on many feet; it is unclean.   

 

I am the LORD your God; consecrate yourselves and be holy, 

because I am holy. Do not make yourselves unclean by any 

creature that moves along the ground.  I am the LORD, who brought 

you up out of Egypt to be your God; therefore be holy, because I am 

holy." 

Leviticus 11: 41-45  
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What is God doing in Peter? 

Peter, like Cornelius, is learning to obey  
knowing very little of what God is up to. 
 
God is beginning to tear down the wall  
between Jews and Gentiles. 
 
Peter just doesn’t know it yet. 
 

What is God doing in Peter? 

“I am only a man myself.” Peter has been humbled. Changed. 
He’s a man just like Cornelius. No better than Cornelius. Jesus 
is removing walls between Jew and Gentile.  
 
Peter begins to realize what God is wanting to do with 
Cornelius. 



 

 
 
 

 
God brought Cornelius from death to life in Jesus. 

 

Peter is changed from small minded Christianity to big 

Christianity. He becomes available. 

 

Walls are being removed between Jew and Gentile. 

Peter goes to Cornelius’ turf. Huge! 

 

Jesus is on the scene and makes us clean. 



 

 

God is working in both Cornelius and Peter. Changing 

both of them.  

 

The pressure is not wholly on Peter. God was working in 

Cornelius way before Peter showed up. 

 

God is teaching them to obey knowing very little of what 

he’s up to. 

 

We are slow to catch up to what God is doing. 

 



 

The Holy Spirit is falling on the people as the gospel is 

shared. 

What God Said: 

I will make you into a great nation, 

and I will bless you; 

I will make your name great, 

and you will be a blessing. 

and all peoples on earth 

will be blessed through you. 

 

Genesis 12: 1-3 



 

 

What Israel heard:  

I will make you into a great nation, 

and I will bless you; 

I will make your name great. 

 

Genesis 12: 1-3 

 

 

  



 

 

 
  



 

 

God’s Instructions for removing walls: 

 

Pray 

“Change my heart Lord like you did Peter’s. Remove 

walls I’ve put up. Remove prejudice. ” 

 

“Show me one person to bless and love.” 

  



 

 


