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 Acts 22:6-11 (NIV) 

““About noon as I came near Damascus, suddenly a bright light from heaven 
flashed around me. I fell to the ground and heard a voice say to me, ‘Saul! 
Saul! Why do you persecute me?’ “ ‘Who are you, Lord?’ I asked. “ ‘I am 
Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are persecuting,’ he replied. My companions 
saw the light, but they did not understand the voice of him who was speaking 
to me. “ ‘What shall I do, Lord?’ I asked. “ ‘Get up,’ the Lord said, ‘and go into 
Damascus. There you will be told all that you have been assigned to do.’ My 
companions led me by the hand into Damascus, because the brilliance of 
the light had blinded me.” 

  



 

 

 Acts 26:16-18 (NIV) 
“‘Now get up and stand on your feet. I have appeared to you to appoint you 
as a servant and as a witness of what you have seen and will see of me. I 
will rescue you from your own people and from the Gentiles. I am sending 
you to them to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and 
from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins 
and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.’” 

  



 

  
  



 

 Thomas Aquinas said, "I am not my soul. We are 
ensouled bodies in that the soul is part of the human 
person and the body is also a part, but neither one by 
itself is the whole.  

 How many of us believe parts of our lives are dead? 
How many believe that parts of our family, our 
country, our world, our church cannot come to life? 
How many of us feel bereft of the hope of change? 
 
This is when I turn to the Resurrection. Often I return 
to the image of the terrified disciples cowering 
behind closed doors. We are not called to live in that 
room. We are called to emerge from our hiding 
places and to accompany Mary, weeping sometimes, 



 

searching always, and ultimately blinded by the dawn 
of Jesus' new life - surprised - delighted and moved 
to joy. We are called to believe what she has seen: he 
is risen.                                         - James Martin, SJ 


