
John 17
• Prayer for His disciples
• Prayer for all believers
• God communicating His nature and 

being
• Creativity is a shared attribute



• What story are we in?
• Scripted?  Yes, but…
• Gen. 1:26-28
• Rev. 21-22
• Vocation

BIG STORY



• Creation
• Fall
• Israel
• Jesus
• Church
• New Heaven and New Earth

BIG STORY



CHURCH
An incomplete 5th act…



CHURCH
An incomplete 5th act…

Improvisation



Big Story or Big Group?





Acts 17:24-27: 
•  “The God who made the world and everything in 

it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not 
live in temples built by human hands.  And he is 
not served by human hands, as if he needed 
anything. Rather, he himself gives everyone life 
and breath and everything else.  From one man 
he made all the nations, that they should inhabit 
the whole earth; and he marked out their 
appointed times in history and the boundaries of 
their lands.  God did this so that they would seek 
him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, 
though he is not far from any one of us.



PROVERBS 22:6

 Train up a child in the way he should 
go; 
even when he is old he will not depart 
from it.
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Proverbs are statements of general truth.  
They are broad sweeps of the pen, not 
specifically true in every case – every time, 
statements of truth.
(How To Read The Bible For All Its Worth).



“We are responsible to teach our children the fear 
of the Lord, to impress his laws on them when we 
‘sit at home and when we walk along the road, 
when we lie down and when we get up’ – 
meaning all the time.  And we are commanded to 
not exasperate our children, but to “bring them up 
in the training and instruction of the Lord.”



But we must be clear about our own limits.  We are 
not capable of producing perfect followers of 
Christ, as if we were perfect ourselves. . .We will 
parent imperfectly, our children will make their 
own choices, and God will mysteriously and 
wondrously use it all to advance his kingdom.” 

The Myth of Perfect Parenting, Christianity Today, 
January 2010 –  Leslie Leyland Fields


