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 “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and 

to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 
Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and 
signs performed by the apostles. All the believers were 
together and had everything in common. They sold 
property and possessions to give to anyone who had 
need. Every day they continued to meet together in the 
temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate 
together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and 
enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added 
to their number daily those who were being saved.”   
Acts 2:42-47 NIV 



 

 ". . . Christianity served as a revitalization movement that 
arose in response to the misery, chaos, fear, and 
brutality of life in the urban Greco-Roman world. . . . 
Christianity revitalized life in Greco-Roman cities by 
providing new norms and new kinds of social 
relationships able to cope with many urgent problems. 
To cities filled with the homeless and impoverished, 
Christianity offered charity as well as hope. To cities 
filled with newcomers and strangers, Christianity offered 
an immediate basis for attachment. To cities filled with 
orphans and widows, Christianity provided a new and 
expanded sense of family. To cities torn by violent ethnic 
strife, Christianity offered a new basis for social 
solidarity. And to cities faced with epidemics, fire, and 
earthquakes, Christianity offered effective nursing 
services. . . . For what they brought was not simply an 
urban movement, but a new culture capable of making 



 

life in Greco-Roman cities more tolerable."              
Rodney Stark, The Rise of Christianity 

 “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—
and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not 
by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God’s 
handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 
which God prepared in advance for us to do.”   
Ephesians 2:8-10 NIV 



 

 “he saved us, not because of righteous things we had 
done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the 
washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, This is 
a trustworthy saying. And I want you to stress these 
things, so that those who have trusted in God may be 
careful to devote themselves to doing what is good. 
These things are excellent and profitable for everyone.” 
Titus 3:5, 8 NIV 


