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 Acts 14:11-17 (NIV) 
11 When the crowd saw what Paul had done, they shouted in the Lycaonian 
language, “The gods have come down to us in human form!” 12 Barnabas 
they called Zeus, and Paul they called Hermes because he was the chief 
speaker. 13 The priest of Zeus, whose temple was just outside the city, 
brought bulls and wreaths to the city gates because he and the crowd 
wanted to offer sacrifices to them. 
14 But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of this, they tore their 
clothes and rushed out into the crowd, shouting: 15 “Friends, why are you 
doing this? We too are only human, like you. We are bringing you good 
news, telling you to turn from these worthless things to the living God, who 
made the heavens and the earth and the sea and everything in them. 16 In 
the past, he let all nations go their own way. 17 Yet he has not left himself 
without testimony: He has shown kindness by giving you rain from heaven 
and crops in their seasons; he provides you with plenty of food and fills your 
hearts with joy.” 

 



 

 
 The Creator-Redeemer God Is Near Us But Not Us. 

Distinct From Us But Not Distant. 
 

 Acts 14:11-17 (NIV) 
21 They preached the gospel in that city and won a large number of disciples. 
Then they returned to Lystra, Iconium and Antioch, 22 strengthening the 
disciples and encouraging them to remain true to the faith. “We must go 
through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God,” they said. 23 Paul and 
Barnabas appointed elders for them in each church and, with prayer and 
fasting, committed them to the Lord, in whom they had put their trust. 

 

 “I am because we are together in Christ” 
  



 

 
 Acts 14:11-17 (NIV) 

23 With them they sent the following letter: The apostles and elders, your 
brothers, To the Gentile believers in Antioch, Syria and Cilicia: Greetings. 

 
24 We have heard that some went out from us without our authorization and 
disturbed you, troubling your minds by what they said. 25 So we all agreed to 
choose some men and send them to you with our dear friends Barnabas and 
Paul— 26 men who have risked their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 27 Therefore we are sending Judas and Silas to confirm by word of 
mouth what we are writing. 28 It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us not 
to burden you with anything beyond the following requirements: 29 You are to 
abstain from food sacrificed to idols, from blood, from the meat of strangled 
animals and from sexual immorality. You will do well to avoid these things. 

Farewell. 


